LUIS POSADA CARRILES CASE

Judge

Posada, rips
feds’ tactics

frees

¥ A federal judge in El Paso dismissed a criminal
indictment against Cuban exile militant Luis Posada
Carriles, who is now free - unless immigration

authorities detain him.
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Luis Posada Carriles plans
to return to Miami a
free man after an El |
Paso federal judge
dismissed immigra-
tion fraud charges §
against the Cuban §
exile militant Tues-
day. The reason: The
government transla-
tor botched the Eng-
lish-Spanish interpretation of
his citizenship interview.

In her 38-page written
order scrapping the indict-
ment, U.S. District Judge
Kathleen Cardone accused
the United States govern-
ment of engaging in “fraud,
deceit and trickery” to indict
Posada. She called the gov-

POSADA

ernment’s citizenship inter-
view a “pretext for a criminal
investigation” so it could
charge Posada.
- The citizenship
interview was a cen-
tral piece of the gov-
ernment’s case
because prosecutors
had hoped to show
that Posada lied under
oath about how he
sneaked into the
United States. The
dismissal is also embarrass-
ing for the Bush administra-
tion, which has been investi-
gating Posada since spring
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